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Session

8
Esther and the Great Reversal

THEOLOGICAL THEME: In saving His people, God turns the tables on 
His enemies.

Life’s various circumstances provide an abundance of opportunities to deepen our trust 
in the providence of God, regardless of the situation we find ourselves in. Sometimes 
it helps to encounter a biblical example of God’s providence to remind us that He does 
work behind the scenes to accomplish His will. This is exactly what we’ve seen already 
in the Book of Esther. 

Have you ever felt like God was making a mistake regarding the 
circumstances of your life? If so, how did you handle that feeling? 

What events in your life have deepened your trust in God’s wisdom? 

In this session, we continue the story of Esther and see how God’s good purposes 
for His people led to a radical reversal. The humble were exalted, those who were 
condemned received salvation, and those who expected to suffer defeat instead 
triumphed in victory. When we read God’s Word, we are reminded that God is often 
at work to bring about His purposes even when His people do not realize it. God calls 
us to look beyond earthly appearances and strength and to honor and trust Him for 
final victory. 
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1.  The Reversal of Exaltation and Humility (Esth. 6:6-11) 

While the Book of Esther nowhere refers to God explicitly, the unfolding events in this 
story seem to be more than just remarkable coincidences. As one enters chapter 6, God’s 
hand is clearly moving on behalf of His people to bring about His will. 

It is possible for a reader to relate to the stress of this situation as an unconnected 
observer. However, when it comes to difficult situations in our own lives, it is impossible 
to disconnect and simply observe. And the weight of such circumstances often seems 
too much to bear. Have you ever been in a situation that is so stressful that you cannot 
see a way out? Have you ever been in a circumstance where the stakes are so high that 
you simply do not know what to do? 

Why are we inclined to take on situations ourselves, disregarding God or 
failing to look for His providential hand in the midst of our circumstances? 

Let’s pick up the story and see how Haman, who wanted to humiliate Mordecai, was 
forced to honor him instead.

6 So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done to the man 
whom the king delights to honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the 
king delight to honor more than me?” 7 And Haman said to the king, “For the man 
whom the king delights to honor, 8 let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, 
and the horse that the king has ridden, and on whose head a royal crown is set. 9 And 
let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s most noble officials. Let 
them dress the man whom the king delights to honor, and let them lead him on the 
horse through the square of the city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall it be done to 
the man whom the king delights to honor.’ ” 10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; 
take the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits 
at the king’s gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.” 11 So Haman took the 
robes and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of the 
city, proclaiming before him, “Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights 
to honor.”
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Realizing that he had not honored Mordecai for spoiling an assassination plot against 
him (see Esth. 2:19-22), the king decided to reward him and inquired as to who was 
standing in the court to bring about his desire. None other than murderous Haman 
“happened” to enter the court in order to ask for permission to hang Mordecai. But 
God was about to thwart his plans and deliver the Jews from his hands. 

In the narrative, Haman selfishly thought the king wanted to honor him: “Whom 
would the king delight to honor more than me?” (6:6b). Haman hastily told the king to 
dress this honorable man in the royal robe and parade him through the streets on the 
royal horse. How humiliated Haman must have felt when he realized Mordecai, his 
archenemy, was the one to receive this honor! 

In a single moment, on one night, everything was 
turned upside down. The evil plans of Haman 
began to unravel, and the stage was set for God’s 
people to be saved from imminent death. 

How often do we look back with wonder to 
the unimaginable power of God in the most 
impossible of circumstances? How often do we 
stop in our own troubles and remember that the 
same God providentially watches over us today? 

How does the theme of God humbling those who exalt themselves play 
out in other stories in Scripture? 

Why do you think this theme is so prominent in Scripture? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“Just as water always seeks 
and fills the lowest place, so 
the moment God finds men 
abased and empty, His glory 
and power flow in to exalt 
and to bless.” 1 

–Andrew Murray (1828-1917) 
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2.  The Reversal of Judgment and Salvation (Esth. 7:3-10) 

3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If 
I have found favor in your sight, O king, 
and if it please the king, let my life be 
granted me for my wish, and my people 
for my request. 4 For we have been sold, 
I and my people, to be destroyed, to be 
killed, and to be annihilated. If we had 
been sold merely as slaves, men and 
women, I would have been silent, for our 
affliction is not to be compared with the 
loss to the king.” 5 Then King Ahasuerus 
said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and 
where is he, who has dared to do this?” 

6 And Esther said, “A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified 
before the king and the queen.

7 And the king arose in his wrath from the wine-drinking and went into the palace 
garden, but Haman stayed to beg for his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that harm 
was determined against him by the king. 8 And the king returned from the palace 
garden to the place where they were drinking wine, as Haman was falling on the couch 
where Esther was. And the king said, “Will he even assault the queen in my presence, 
in my own house?” As the word left the mouth of the king, they covered Haman’s face. 
9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Moreover, the 
gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, is standing 
at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.” 10 And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the wrath of 
the king abated.

Esther risked it all to save her people (7:4). She had to make a choice: to act or not to 
act, to stand up or be silent. Esther decided to act and respectfully appealed to King 
Ahasuerus on behalf of Israel, revealing that she was of Jewish descent. Even more, 
without yet naming the perpetrator, she uncovered the treacherous plan to annihilate 
her people (3:8-9). 
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One almost gets the sense that as Esther talked, the king was startled and perplexed, 
and that’s why he interrupted and wanted to know who had the audacity to do such 
a thing! Esther revealed that it was Haman, an avowed enemy of the Jews. Now that 
the king knew Esther was Jewish, it became clear that Haman had also inadvertently 
threatened her life; therefore, Haman became a traitor to the king. 

Consider Proverbs 5:22: “The iniquities of the wicked ensnare him, and 
he is held fast in the cords of his sin.” How does this truth help us grow 
in holiness? 

How does this truth help us grow in our faith in God?

As Haman’s wife predicted, he would not overcome God’s people and would surely fall 
(Esth. 6:13). What an example of poetic justice! Haman was hanged on the gallows he 
had set up for Mordecai, and God caused the wicked to fall into their own trap (7:9-10). 
The sovereign providence of God thwarted the evil intent of Haman. 

As one reads this story, there should be a sense of thankfulness that in Jesus Christ, 
those who exhibit Haman-like wickedness can be forgiven. As Paul famously wrote, the 
wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23a). Every sin we commit erects another beam, secures 
another nail, tightens another rope on the gallows of death. But the gift of God is 
eternal life (Rom. 6:23b). The good news of the gospel is Jesus Christ hung on the cross 
so that we would not have to be hung on the gallows of our own sin.

Why does God often use the low and humble to do great and 
mighty things?
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How can the truth that Jesus Christ bore our sin and shame on the cross 
help us find comfort in our salvation?

As we have seen, this good news of the gospel 
is foreshadowed all throughout this story. 
Esther is exalted to a high position in order to 
bring salvation to the Israelites, and in that 
high position, she is able to be an advocate for 
her people before the king. Doesn’t that sound 
familiar? Jesus Christ would one day humble 
Himself to bring about eternal salvation for 
us, sparing us from death, and in His 
resurrection, He would be exalted, becoming 
our advocate before the throne of God 
(2 Cor. 8:9; 1 John 2:1). Jesus, even greater 
than Esther, didn’t just risk His life but gave 
His life to save us. That is the good news of 
the gospel. 

3.  The Reversal of Victory and Defeat (Esth. 9:1-2)

1 Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day of the 
same, when the king’s command and edict were about to be carried out, on the very day 
when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over them, the reverse occurred: 
the Jews gained mastery over those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered in their cities 
throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their 
harm. And no one could stand against them, for the fear of them had fallen on all peoples.

Throughout the Bible, God often allows terror to fall on the enemies of His people 
through changes of circumstances or power. It is important to remember that behind all 
these circumstances is the hand of God actively protecting and fighting for His people. 
The Jews’ victory within King Ahasuerus’ provinces is ultimately God’s victory. The 
hand of God is infinitely more powerful than the kingdoms of men. In Esther, God is 
truly shown to be the King of kings. 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
53. Christ’s Humiliation

Although God the Son was 
equal with God and worthy 
of all the glory God receives, 
He chose to humble Himself 
by taking on human flesh. 
He left His glorious state 
and came in the likeness of 
sinful flesh (Rom. 8:3), and 
He experienced a humiliating 
death on a cross (Phil. 2:6-8) 
by becoming sin for us 
so that in Him we might 
become the righteousness of 
God (2 Cor. 5:21).
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How does an eternal perspective help us persevere and trust in God 
while we are in the middle of life’s most difficult circumstances?

Just like the Jews in the story of Esther, the day of destruction for God’s people becomes 
a day of deliverance and victory. This is the great reversal of the gospel. We deserve 
death and defeat, but in Christ we are granted life and victory. 

One of the things we often observe in the Bible—
and even in life experience—is that God’s work 
is most clearly seen when circumstances are at 
their harshest and we are the most desperate. As 
Christians, it is also important that we view all 
of life’s circumstances with an eternal perspective 
in mind. God calls us to look beyond earthly 
appearances and strength and to honor and 
trust Him for final victory. If God has delivered 
us from sin and death, a terror much greater than Haman, can we not trust Him with 
the uncertainties and struggles of life? If God has provided an advocate in Jesus Christ, 
much greater than Esther, can we not trust that He is working all things for good, even 
if we do not see it at the moment? 

How does the promise of future victory help you deal with defeat today? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“In a world from which God 
appears to be absent he is 
nonetheless present.” 2 

–J. Gordon McConville 
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Conclusion

God’s providential hand is usually hidden from us. However, if you take the time to 
reflect on your life, you will see His fingerprints all over your journey. Usually, God’s 
hand is most evident when we encounter great reversals, like those seen in the Book of 
Esther. It’s hard to ignore when God exalts the humble. It’s hard to take credit when one 
is given salvation but deserves judgment. It is hard to miss the hand of God when an 
entire people group are facing certain defeat but walk away in victory. 

The same God who providentially works in your life is the same God who has 
providentially worked throughout history. The same God who promised that Eve’s 
Seed would crush the head of the serpent in Genesis 3 is the same God who derailed 
Haman’s plans to destroy God’s people, because through them would come One greater 
than Esther, a Savior and Advocate who would deliver God’s people from certain death. 
All throughout redemptive history, God turns the tables on His enemies and saves 
His people. 

CHRIST CONNECTION: In Genesis 3:15, God promised that the serpent who 
struck the Seed of the woman would in turn be crushed itself. In the story 
of Esther, we see how Haman’s plans to strike God’s people backfired 
and ended with his own demise. Likewise, in the cross and resurrection of 
Jesus, we see how the evil done to Christ was the way in which evil was 
overcome and defeated.
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1.  God gives grace to and will exalt the humble (Jas. 4:6,10). How should this truth 
affect our mind-set and our actions in living on mission for Jesus?

2.  List some ways our group can help one another walk in light of our salvation 
in Jesus, free from judgment.

3.  In what ways can we grow in our reliance on God during difficult times? 

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to look beyond earthly 
appearances and strength and to honor and trust Him for 
final victory.
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