Roots Session 3

Community

A SX WEEK SMALL GROUP EXPERIENCE
FOR PEOPLE CURIOUS ABOUT
BEING A MEMBER OF TRINTY CHURCH

Member’s
Small Group

Expectation #3 (that God has for you)

Great Relationships
RelRRRelationship

As followers of Jesus, we are given the gift of each other. We have
the potential to build up and care for each other with the power and
wisdom of the Holy Spirit. When authentic Christian community
happens, there’s nothing like it!

Session Focuses
• Session 1 - Gospel

Biblical Basis of Christian
Community
Eph. 3:6 This mystery is that
through the gospel the Gentiles
are heirs together with Israel,
members together of one body,
and sharers together in the
promise in Christ Jesus.
Blessings of Community
Acts 2:46 Every day they
continued to meet together in
the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere
hearts, 47 praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who
were being saved.

Acts 4:32 All the believers
were one in heart and mind. No
one claimed that any of his
possessions was his own, but
they shared everything they
had. 33 With great power the
apostles continued to testify to
the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and much grace was
upon them all. 34 There were
no needy persons among them.
For from time to time those
who owned lands or houses
sold them, brought the money
from the sales 35 and put it at
the apostles’ feet, and it was
distributed to anyone as he had
need.

• Session 2 – Worship
• Session 3 – Community
• Session 4 - Discipleship
• Session 5 - Mission
• Session 6 - Membership

Begins in Worship
The essence of Christian community is a
common relationship with Jesus Christ which
unites us to God our Father.
Gathering together in God’s Presence is the first
movement of worship. However, real
community needs to be lived out beyond weekly
worship.
Our hope is that worship sets in motion lifegiving Christian practices that are the means of
grace for you all through-out the week. We call
this the Worship-filled life.

Authentic Christian Community
Being in God’s Presence with each other in
worship is a good start. If Community is one
of the essential elements of worship, it seems
like there needs to be more than the large
gathering on Sunday mornings. It’s hard to
authentically call yourself a community with
people you hardly know and rarely see. If
you want to experience authentic Christian
community, you have to invest a little more
time, like the early church:
Acts 2:46 Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke bread
in their homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts,
But what did they do when they gathered.
What’s the recipe for an authentic Christian
community? The practices of the early
Christian church can help us out here.
Practices of Authentic Christian
Community
So, you may be wondering, “Can my bowling
league be my Christian Community? I think
some of them are Christians”. Acts 2:42-47
gives us a snap shot of the early days of the

Christian church and what they did when they
gathered together:
Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer……47 And the
Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved.
From this passage, you can identify four
“devotions” or practices of the original Christian
community:
1. The Apostles Teach – Or more broadly
applied, the Scriptures in the Bible.
2. The fellowship – or the community, the
relationships they had with each other.
3. The Breaking of bread and prayer – acts of
worship
4. And the Lord added to their numbers – the
mission of the church.
When the early church gathered as a
community, what they did is very similar to
what we do in Worship on Sunday mornings.
However, we also do these things in Small
Groups at other times as well.
Dynamic Christian Community – Doing the
“One Anothers”.
Our Church mission statement is: to be a
dynamic community, rooted in Christ, growing in
love for God, the world, and on another.
This mission statement is based in part on the
Great Commandment: John 22:37‘Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. ’ 38 This is the first
and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.
O.K., it would be great to be part of a dynamic
community, and loving God and people seems
like a worthy ideal. But, more specifically and
practically, how do we do that?
The Bible offers guidance.

In addition to “Love one another”, there are 34
“one anothers” that make loving one another
much more specific.
Check out the attached list. If you’re like me, its
hard to remember 35 things. So, I’ve summarized
them under three the primary “one anothers””
The ABC’s of Community
Attitude of Humility
Build Up One Another
Care for One Another

Biblical Metaphors of Community
-Family
Rom. 8:29 For those God foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers.
-Army
2Tim 3:3 Endure hardship with us like a good
soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as a
soldier gets involved in civilian affairs — he
wants to please his commanding officer.
-Body
Rom. 12:4 Just as each of us has one body with
many members, and these members do not all
have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are
many form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others.
-Citizen
Eph 2:19 Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with
God’s people and members of God’s household,
20 built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief
cornerstone.
-But NOT a health club or a country club.

How We Do Community @ Trinity Church?
Community Life Team – Encourager Ministry
Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, and KeenAgers
-Building Relationships around the Word
-Small Groups
-Building Relationships while doing Ministry
-Join any one of the ministry teams.
-Serve on any local or trans-local mission
project
-Gleaner Truck, Mission Trip.
-Informal relationships: peer encouragement
and accountability, or mentoring relationships.
Stages and Conflict in Community
“Communities like individuals are unique. Still
we all share the human condition. So it is that
groups assembled deliberately to form
themselves into community routinely go through
certain stages in the process. These stages, in
order are: Pseudo-community, Chaos,
Emptiness, True Community.
-Dr. Scott Peck Different Drum p.86
Realistic Expectations
Conflict in community is inevitable. The
question isn’t “will conflict happen?, the
question is: when it does, what will you do.
-Opportunity to Grow: Sadly, this is when
people sometimes leave. Just at the moment
when they have an opportunity to grow, they
run away.
-How not to resolve a conflict. Another strange
thing people do is to talk to other people, so
anybody other than the person they’re having
the conflict with. We do this so commonly we
might not even consider it strang. But think
about it. What good does it do to talk to other
people? They can’t solve your problem with
somebody else!
Trinity Conflict motto: We talk to people, not
about people. We don’t practice this perfectly,
but we do practice this!

-How to Resolve: Conflict resolution is a twoway street but not a Triangle!
Matt 5: 23
Matt 18:15-17
What’s Expected of Us
Actively Participate in some form of Intentional
Christian Community
– participate in events, classes or small groups
which build authentic Christian community.
- participate in relationships which intentionally
build each other up in our faith.
- Settle conflicts as Jesus instructed us in
Matthew 5 and 18.
-Letter of Understanding, August 2008
Section Titled: Expectations of Members

Field Work for Next Week:
You’ve had a chance to learn a bit about
community. Our hope for you is that authentic
Christian community is a means of grace through
which you know God more and more.
In order to help you in your Christian Growth, I
invite you to take use the “Next Steps Christian
Growth Survey” to encourage you.
Answer the questions in the Community Section
of the Next Steps Survey.
If you’re attending a small group great! If not,
identify the group that you’d like to be a part of
after our Roots group ends.
Pastor Randy

