Roots Session 1

Gospel

A SX WEEK SMALL GROUP EXPERIENCE
FOR PEOPLE CURIOUS ABOUT
BEING A MEMBER OF TRINTY CHURCH

Member’s
Small Group

Introduction to Roots
I’m so glad you’ve decided to spend six hours with me in this Roots
Small Group. My hope is that this time together will lead you to say
“Yes I want to be a member of the Church of Jesus Christ!”.

Introduction
Now, you might have some
apprehension - something like,
“What are they going to expect
from me?” Or you might be
wondering “Why become a
member, it’s just a formality?”.
Well, let me assure you that I want
to begin with expectations for you,
not of you. Each one of us has an
unimaginably good opportunity
placed before us – eternal life.
The essence of that eternal life is a
relationship with God who loves
us and desires good things for us.

Jesus put it this way:
“I have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full. “
-Jesus recorded in John 10:10
The purpose of the church, and of
Trinity Church, is to live fully in
that eternal life, and make it
available to people who haven’t
found it yet. I can’t think of
anything more fulfilling or
exciting to be a part of.
Our Vision and Mission
The vision of Trinity Reformed
Church is to be a dynamic
community rooted in Jesus Christ,

growing in the love for God, the
World, and One another.

Session Focuses
• Session 1 - Gospel
• Session 2 – Worship
• Session 3 – Community
• Session 4 - Discipleship
• Session 5 - Mission
• Session 6 - Membership

Expectation 1: Abundant
and Eternal Life
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Gospel in Scripture
Now this is eternal life: that they may know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent.
-John 17:3
“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will
not be condemned; he has crossed over from death
to life.
-John 5:24
There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God
-Romans 3:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord
-Romans 6:23

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions
and sins, in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of
the kingdom of the air, ….But because of his great
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive
with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions
-Ephesians 2:1-5
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.
-John 3:16-17
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the
power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
-Romans 3:16
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith
–and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God–
not by works, so that no one can boast.
-Ephesians 2:8-9

The Apostle’s Creed
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.

Amen

One Verse Gospel

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord
-Romans 6:23
How to Begin
Tell your friend that the way to become a Christian can be
summed up in one verse and that it will take only 10 to 15
minutes of their time. Write out Romans 6:23 on a napkin or
piece of paper. Box in each key word or phrase. Then talk
about each word, asking inductive questions to get at the
meaning of the entire verse.

Wages
What are wages? How do you feel about getting wages? Why?
How would you feel about an employer who failed to pay his or
her employee the wages they had earned?

Sin
What do you think of when you hear the word sin? Is sin only
the things we do wrong? Literally translated, "sin" means
"missing the mark." God is perfect and He allows only perfect
people into heaven. It surprises many people to know that sin
is as much an attitude as an action. God equates lust with
adultery, hatred with murder. Sin includes things we don't do
as well as things we do.

Death

obey. The penalty for disobedience was death. But Adam
chose to disobey God and so became separated from God by

What comes to mind when you think of death? Death is

his sin. We too choose to live separate from God (Isaiah

separation of life from the body. More than that, death is

53:6). But because of God’s great love for us, He provides

eternal separation from God. What does that mean? We are

the way for us to live at peace with Him.

separated from all that is good, because God is the only source
of all good. The absence of God's presence is hell. Is there
anything worse than being separated from God? Things look

Eternal Life
What is eternal life is? (Relationship with God in harmony

pretty hopeless, don't they?

forever.) It starts on earth and lasts forever. Our daily sin

But

God? Simply by believing in Jesus Christ.

This is the most important word of all because it offers hope.

Gift
What's the difference between a gift and a wage? What do you
like about a gift? (Gifts are free; they don't have to be earned;
they represent love and/or appreciation.) How do you feel
toward someone who gives you a precious gift? Some people
try to earn God's favor by doing good deeds for God. But it's
impossible to earn what's already been bought. How would you
feel if a close friend insisted on paying for your gift to them or
doing things to earn it before they would accept it from you?

God
Why would God want to give us a gift, such as eternal life?
Isn't it amazing? We don't deserve it! When God created the
world, He intended for humanity to live in perfect harmony
with Him. He gave only one command for Adam and Eve to

will not end it. Do you know how we can receive this gift of

Jesus Christ
Jesus is the way to eternal life. He is the only means by
which we can go to heaven. We are far from perfect, but
Jesus paid for our imperfection by dying on the cross. We
could never have borne God's anger and made satisfaction
for our sins. Jesus had to do that for us. He not only died
but He rose from the dead, conquering both sin and death.
His obedience paid for our disobedience, taking away our
sin and freeing us from guilt as well.

Lord
The gift is offered to all who make Jesus Lord. For Jesus to
be your Lord, He has to have total control of your life. It
means putting what God wants above what we want. He
determines what we do, where we go, how we act.
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The Most Famous Verse

Creation: God created us in His image,
were blessed by God and have a
relationship with Him.

Covenant: God made a promise to
restore relationship and bless all people

Crisis: Humans sinned against God,
were separated from Him which led
to suffering and death.

Commandments: God commanded his
people to Love Him and One Another.
This is the way to enter back into a
relationship with Him.

Christ: God became human and lived
among us. Like us in every way except
without sin.

Church: the Spirit is given, the church
is born.

Cross: Christ’s death and resurrection
paid the price for sin. His resurrection
over came death. The law of love is
fulfilled

For God so loved the world, that he gave
His one and only son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.
-John 3:16

Field Work for Next Week: You’ve heard God’s story today. You also heard, and possible told your story. We
heard only a few people’s stories today. I’d like to hear yours, or hear it again.
Take time to write in two or three paragraphs your story of how you’ve come to know God so far. I have provided you
with two – much longer – personal stories about coming to know God. One is fairly dramatic, one is not – but no less
beautiful.
If you honestly don’t have much of a story to tell, perhaps you don’t know God yet. That’s great! I mean it’s great that
you realize it and are willing to say so. That’s the first step to knowing God. I would love to help you take the next.
Let’s talk….

Pastor Randy

