Roots Session 6

Membership
Member’s
Small Group

A SX WEEK SMALL GROUP EXPERIENCE
FOR PEOPLE CURIOUS ABOUT
BEING A MEMBER OF TRINTY CHURCH

Expectation #6 (that God has for you)

Believe, Become, Belong
Some Christians and churches believe that membership is just a
formality that has little meaning. Another perspective is that being
a member of Christ’s church is the most important affiliation we
could possibly have. At Trinity we hold to the second view.

Session Focuses
• Session 1 - Gospel

Biblical Encouragement to be a
Member
1Cor. 12:12 The body is a unit,
though it is made up of many
parts; and though all its parts are
many, they form one body. So it is
with Christ. 13 For we were all
baptized by one Spirit into one
body — whether Jews or Greeks,
slave or free — and we were all
given the one Spirit to drink.
1Cor. 12:14 Now the body is not
made up of one part but of many.
15 If the foot should say,
“Because I am not a hand, I do not
belong to the body,” it would not
for that reason cease to be part of
the body. 16 And if the ear
should say, “Because I am not an
eye, I do not belong to the body,”
it would not for that reason cease
to be part of the body. would the

sense of smell be? 18 But in fact
God has arranged the parts in
the body, every one of them,
just as he wanted them to be.
19 If they were all one part,
where would the body be? 20
As it is, there are many parts,
but one body.

• Session 2 – Worship
• Session 3 – Community
• Session 4 - Discipleship
• Session 5 - Mission
• Session 6 - Membership

Begins in Worship

Public Profession Questions
Do you believe in one God: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit; and
do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior and
Lord?
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments
as the only rule for faith and life?
Do you, relying on the grace of God, promise
to confess Christ publicly before others,
to serve Christ daily, and
to walk in Jesus’ way?
Do you promise to exhibit the joy of new life in
Christ;
to share fully in the life of the church;
to be faithful in worship and service; and
to offer your prayers and gifts?
Do you promise to accept the spiritual guidance
of the church;
to walk in a spirit of Christian love with this
congregation; and
to seek those things which make for unity,
purity, and peace?
Apostle’s Creed
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Expectations for and of Members
1. Confession of Faith
For: To receive from God our Father have a real,
vital and eternal life through faith in Christ
realized through the Holy Spirit.
Of: To publically profess this faith formally before
the congregation and perpetually by word and
deed in the world.
2. Worship
For: To know God, His Presence and revelation,
and enjoy Him forever.
Of: To participate in corporate worship with the
Trinity family unless sick, required to work or out
of town (occasionally or seasonally).
3. Community
For Us: To have meaningful relationships which
build us up.
Of Us:
a. participate in events, classes or small
groups which build authentic Christian
community.
b. participate in relationships which
intentionally build each other up in our faith.
c. Settle conflicts as Jesus instructed us iin
Matthew 5 and 18.
4. Discipleship:
For Us: To be great people of Godly character,
uniquely bearing the image of Christ.
Of Us:
a. experience God’s revelation through the
Bible and other means
which shape our character into a unique
representation of Christ’s image, -informs our
world-view, -directs our decisions, and
-motivates our mission.

b. Practice spiritual disciplines, the
means of grace, especially prayer.
5. Mission
For Us: To have a great purpose and an eternally
meaningful life mission.
Of Us:
a. Demonstrate Christ’s love for the world
by participating in a ministry that meets
a need.
b. Contribute to fulfilling the great
commission in a tangible way.
c. Identify people you know who are not
Christians yet. Pray for
them. Have
spiritual conversations with them, invite them
to
worship, small group, or social events.
6. Live a life that honors God - follow the
guidance and authority of scripture and the
church in matters of faith and life.
Corporate Structure
Consistory
Elders: Spiritual growth and care of
congregation; worship, preaching, and
sacraments; membership; discipline.
Deacons: Mission/Evangelism, Benevolence,
Financial and Property management.
Elders + Deacons = Consistory Everything not
specifically responsibility of Elders or Deacons.
Ministry Teams
Worship Team
The Purpose of the Worship Team is to glorify
God by gathering people into God’s Presence,
experiencing God’s power through his Word, and
respond by loving God, the world, and one
another.
Mission Team
The Purpose of the Mission Team is is to reach
out to our community and world with the love of
God to bring people into a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ so that they will be saved from
sin and death.
Discipleship Team

The Purpose of the Discipleship Team is to
make passionate disciples who are being
transformed by the knowledge of God’s Word.

to send the Holy Spirit daily to renew and
cleanse us, and
to resurrect us to eternal life.

Community Life Team
To encourage members to live their faith
through worship, discipleship, community,
and mission; to pray for members, to care for
members in time of crisis and advocate for
benevolence when needed.

This promise is made visible in the water of
baptism.

Property Team: Takes care of our building
and equipment.
Financial Management Team: Manages the
finances and business of the congregation.
Classis oversees ministers and
congregations in a specific geographic area.
Regional Synod support the classes (classes
is the plural of classis) in their geographic
area and enable congregations, classes, and
the denomination to work together. The RCA
has eight regional synods.
General Synod is an annual denominationwide meeting of ministers and elders
representing classes and regions, makes
decisions that affect the life and work of the
entire Reformed Church.
Sacraments
Sacraments are a sign and seal of God’s
covenant with us, and
a means to make visible the invisible graces
of God.
Criteria used by the Protestant Church:
Instituted by Jesus.
Baptism
Baptism is the sign and seal of God’s
promises to this covenant people.
In baptism God promises by grace alone:
to forgive our sins,
to adopt us into the Body of Christ, the
Church,

Promises of the Parents:
Do you promise
to instruct these children/this child
in the truth of God’s Word,
in the way of salvation through Jesus Christ;
to pray for them, to teach them to pray; and
to train them in Christ’s way by your example,
through worship, and
in the nurture of the church?
Baptismal Promises of the Congregation
Do you promise to love, encourage, and support
these brothers and sisters
by teaching the gospel of God’s love,
by being an example of Christian faith and
character, and
by giving the strong support of God’s family
in fellowship, prayer, and service?
Lord’s Supper
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT
Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ,
the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate
is a feast of remembrance, of communion, and
of hope.
We come in remembrance
that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father
into the world to assume our flesh and blood
and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the
cross.
By his death, resurrection, and ascension
he established a new and eternal covenant of
grace and reconciliation that we might be
accepted of God and never be forsaken by him.
We come to have communion with this same
Christ who has promised to be with us always,

even to the end of the world.
In the breaking of the bread he makes himself
known to us as the true heavenly Bread that
strengthens us unto life eternal.
In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the
Vine in whom we must abide if we are to bear
fruit.
We come in hope,
believing that this bread and this cup
are a pledge and foretaste of the feast of love
of which we shall partake when his kingdom
has fully come, when with unveiled face we
shall behold him, made like unto him in his
glory.
Since by his death, resurrection, and
ascension Christ has obtained for us the lifegiving Spirit who unites us all in one body,
so are we to receive this Supper in true love,
mindful of the communion of saints.
Reformed Distinctive
Before we point out a few distinctives of the
Reformed Church’s, we should affirm our
allegiance to a holy and united Church. What
we have in common with all our sisters and
brothers in Christ is more important than our
differences. We see our unique qualities as a
small contribution to the much bigger Church
of Jesus Christ.
Christ Centered: It is centered solidly in the
faith that the Word became flesh and lived
among us and in the equally sure conviction
that this was no freak event of thirty-three
years' duration, but an eternal fact in God that
we can always count on.
It is in Christ that we must be centered-• not in what he said, magnificent as his
utterances were;
• not in what he did, though his atoning
death is the very ground of our hope;
• not in any theory about who or what
he was, essential as they are...
...but in Christ: in his living person, in his everpresent activity, in his never-failing power-Christ crucified, then risen, and living forever.

Saved By Grace through Faith in Jesus Christ:
Reformed faith believes that the grace of God in
God's living activity is able to save us. No acts of
goodness on our part are required for this saving
grace, though they can be a demonstration of
thanksgiving on our part.
The Sovereignty of God: The great Reformed
conviction is that God is Lord alone; absolutely
free to act whenever and wherever God chooses.
God is not bound to any of our traditions or
institutions, venerable though they may be.
Nothing must ever be allowed to interfere with
God's reign over creation. This principle has been
called "the sovereignty of God." To it our Reformed
faith is wholeheartedly committed.
The Authority of Scripture: The Reformed Church
believes that the Bible as the living Word of God is
the final source of all revelation of God's will and
the norm by which all teaching must be measured.
The Priesthood of All Believers: Our communion
with God is not mediated through priests or
institutions and that all believers have equal
access to the throne of grace by the blood of Christ.
The body of Christ and all it’s members are called
to give expression of God’s grace through various
ministries to which each member is called.
Presbyterian Government – Our church’s leaders
are a group of Elders who along with the
assistance of Deacons form our leadership team.
Their primary responsibility is to represent the
will of Christ for his church, and to support and
guide the ministries of the church.

Field Work for Next Week:
I’m glad you’ve participated in this Roots small group.
If you’d like to make it official, and become a member,
please turn in your completed “Next Steps” Survey.
Also, please fill out the New Member Information form.
Pastor Randy

