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God’s Word to You 
A Summary of the Bible

In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe. This God 
created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence, in humble 
submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled against God 
and, in consequence, must suffer the punishment of our rebellion: physical death 
and the wrath of God.

Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the 
nation of Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how 
God acted mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and then 
giving them His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to rightly 
reflect the glory of God. 

Then, in the fullness of time, in the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself came to 
renew the world and to restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the law given 
to Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human rebellion by 
His death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from the dead. 

Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the 
news of Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church 
calls all people everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for our 
forgiveness. Repentance and faith restores our relationship with God and results 
in a life of ongoing transformation.

The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the conquering 
King. Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will escape God’s 
judgment and live joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity. God’s message is 
the same to all of us: repent and believe, before it is too late. Confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe with your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, and you will be saved.



EDITORS

A Word from the Editors

Ed Stetzer
General Editor—The Gospel Project 
Professor, Billy Graham Distinguished Chair, Wheaton College

Who is Jesus? Ask that question, and depending on your context, you will get 
a plethora of responses, many of which will likely mirror the person giving the 
answer. It seems, in general, that we like the thought of Jesus being just like us and 
concerned about the same things that concern us. But the best and right answers 
will come from God’s Word, which reveals Jesus as He should be known—the Son 
of God, the promised Messiah-King, the way, the truth, the resurrection, and 
the life. 

In the Gospels we read about Jesus’ many “Stories and Signs.” In the stories, 
Jesus teaches; in the signs, Jesus demonstrates. As a preacher, teacher, or even reader 
of these parts of the Gospels, we always come away with the thoughts I should be 

like that or I wish I could have seen that. We are inspired and challenged by these words and deeds that 
come from our Savior. Yet when Jesus is telling a parable about the kingdom or giving an example to 
follow, He’s doing more than coaching behavior; He’s teaching about who He is—the kingdom has 
come with Him, and He is the One we follow. When Jesus is performing a miracle, He’s doing more 
than putting on a show; He’s showing who He is—the very Son of God who comes in glory and power. 
This Jesus is worthy of worship in our lives, in our churches, and among all the peoples of the earth.

Trevin Wax
Managing Editor—The Gospel Project 
Author of multiple books, including Gospel-Centered Teaching, Counterfeit Gospels,  
Clear Winter Nights, and This Is Our Time: Everyday Myths in Light of the Gospel

Stories and miracles. The Gospels give us plenty of both, with Jesus as the 
master storyteller and miracle-worker. Through His memorable parables and 
through His mighty works, Jesus painted a picture of the coming kingdom. It’s 
like a sower scattering seed, like a father rushing to embrace his prodigal son, like 
judgment coming upon unfaithful servants. The kingdom upends the evil and 
darkness of our world by healing people of illness, providing food for the hungry, 
casting out demons, and even raising people from the dead. 

The life of heaven is on display in both Jesus’ words and works. As you 
encounter the stories and miracles of Jesus in this volume, keep an open mind and 
heart to the Spirit’s leading. Let the words and works of our Savior astound you. 

Put yourself in the scene and experience afresh the power of what Christ has done. Then look to the lost 
world around you and recommit to passing on the message of our miracle-working Savior.
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Session 5

Session

5 Jesus taught this doctrine of justification by faith. But He didn’t teach it by explaining it; 
He taught it by showing it, by way of analogy. He told a story that illustrated the core truth 
this doctrine affirms. 

In this session we look at Jesus’ parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector, we see 
the danger of self-righteousness, our human need for mercy, and what it means to be 
justified by faith. God calls us to recognize our sinfulness and our need for His mercy 
and in humility to proclaim the gospel of grace to those who trust in themselves.

1.  Trying to justify yourself leads you to look down on 
others (Luke 18:9).

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
and looked down on everyone else:

Who was the audience here? Jesus targeted people who did two things: (1) they trusted 
in themselves that they were righteous, and (2) they looked down on everyone else. 
Don’t miss the connection between those two descriptions. They go together. Spiritual 
short-sightedness leads to a sense of a spiritual superiority. When you trust in yourself 
that you are righteous, you will look down on others. When you look down on others, 
you find you feel better about yourself. And on and on the cycle goes. 

Before we get into the parable itself, it’s important 
to see how these two elements reinforce each 
other. It starts with misplaced trust. 

The idea that you can work your way up to God, 
trusting in your own power and your own efforts, 
may seem noble and even praiseworthy in our world 
today. But this idea signifies a fundamental lack 
of self-awareness. The only way you can think you 
have what it takes to become righteous—that you 
have what it takes within yourself to please God—is 
if you have lowered God’s standard to something 
more attainable or if you have overlooked all the sin 
that keeps you from making the cut. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“All the worst pleasures are 
purely spiritual: the pleasure 
of putting other people in 
the wrong, of bossing and 
patronizing and spoiling 
sport, and backbiting; the 
pleasures of power, of 
hatred…A cold, self-righteous 
prig who goes regularly to 
church may be far nearer to 
hell than a prostitute.” 1 

–C. S. Lewis (1898-1963) 

The Pharisee and  
the Tax Collector

THEOLOGICAL THEME: God exalts the humble and humbles the exalted.

The best teachers do more than give you knowledge in the abstract. They want to make 
sure you understand what is being discussed. That’s why good teachers give you 
examples, tell stories, draw pictures; they do whatever it takes to make sure you 
“get it”—that you’re not just reciting a definition or an answer for an exam but that 
you understand the concept.

Who was the best teacher you had 
in school? Who was the worst? 
What was the difference?

One of the defining doctrines of the Christian 
faith is “justification by faith alone”—the 
teaching that we are declared righteous before 
God through our faith in Christ and His work, 
not our own efforts. This “essential Christian 
doctrine” is vital for our faith. Take a look at the 
sidebar and you’ll find a good definition of what 
this doctrine is and why it matters. 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
72. Justification by Faith

Justification refers to the 
moment when a person 
is objectively declared 
righteous before God based 
on the righteousness of 
Christ’s atoning death 
(Rom. 8:33-34). This act 
of declaration takes place 
through faith in Christ and 
not as a result of human 
works or effort (Eph. 2:8-9). 
Through justification, a 
person is made to be in 
right standing before God, 
changing what was once 
an estranged and hostile 
relationship to one of 
adoption into the family 
of God. 

If someone had accused the Pharisee of being self-righteous in that 
moment, how do you think he would have responded? 

What are some ways we can be self-righteous without knowing it?

This story shows us just how easy it is for us to fall into the trap of self-justification. 
We parade all of our good works before God and before others, thinking that these 
works will increase our stature. And when we’re called on it, instead of recognizing our 
self-righteous spirit, we recoil from the accusation and justify ourselves. I’m thankful to 
God for my good heart! I’m obviously religious! Can’t you see that I’m doing better than other 
people around me? Do you mean to say that my religious observance doesn’t matter? 

But even when our self-righteousness is cloaked in words of gratitude or manifested 
in actions that, on the surface, appear to be done out of a desire for God’s glory, self-
righteousness is still self-justification. It is misplaced trust that leads to misplaced 
judgment. As it has been said, “We judge others by their actions and ourselves 
by our intentions.” We judge people around us more harshly than we would dare 
judge ourselves. 

Why is it easier to judge other people more harshly than we 
judge ourselves? 
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3.  Humble pleading for mercy is the mark of divine grace 
(Luke 18:13-14).

13 “But the tax collector, standing 
far off, would not even raise his eyes 
to heaven but kept striking his chest 
and saying, ‘God, have mercy on me, 
a sinner! ’ 14 I tell you, this one went 
down to his house justified rather than 
the other; because everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”

Notice the contrast between the Pharisee 
and the tax collector. Take a few 
moments to read both descriptions and 
note the differences. 

The Pharisee The Tax Collector

The fact that the tax collector beat his chest shows just how deep his remorse was. 
In ancient times, women were the only ones to beat their chests—and they did so at 
funerals. It would have been shameful for a man to strike himself in this way. But the 
tax collector is blissfully unaware of how shameful he looks. In fact, he’s not worried 
about how righteous he looks at all; he’s more concerned about how sinful he truly is. 
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Session 6

Session

6

1.  How can the members of the group help one another trust in Jesus alone 
rather than in themselves for righteousness before God?

2.  What are some ways we can become self-aware of the stench of 
self-righteousness? 

3.  Name some ways we can display humility in Christ in the presence of family 
members, coworkers, and others, calling attention to Christ and not ourselves.

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us not to look down on others 
but to look up to Him for salvation so that our humility and grace 
would be attractive to those who are still trusting in themselves. The Wicked Tenants

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Judgment comes on those who reject God’s 
commands, God’s warnings, and God’s Son.

Sometimes people who have only a cursory knowledge of the Bible make a sharp 
distinction between Jesus in the New Testament and the God of the Old Testament. 
They see Jesus as a mild-mannered man of goodness and grace, as opposed to the Old 
Testament God who executed judgment and vengeance upon His enemies and even 
punished His own people for their sins. Jesus’ command “Do not judge, so that you 
won’t be judged” becomes an overriding statement that blankets all of His teaching. 

But when we read the Gospels, we soon discover 
that Jesus is not the quiet, mild-mannered man 
dispensing folksy wisdom; He’s the King who 
turns over tables in the temple, excoriates the 
religious leaders for their hypocrisy, and challenges 
the kingdoms of this world until He becomes a 
threat and is taken away to be executed. To see 
Jesus as merely a good, nice teacher is to flatten 
Him out, to make Him a one-dimensional person. 

Why do you think so many people see 
Jesus as just a “good, nice teacher” 
and fail to consider His teachings 
about judgment? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“[Judgment] is no pleasing 
subject to me, any more than 
it is to you; but it is my duty 
to show you the dreadful 
consequences of continuing 
in sin. I am only now acting 
the part of a skillful surgeon, 
who searches a wound 
before he heals it.” 1 

–George Whitefield  
(1714-1770) 
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How to Use The Gospel Project

1
Read the session in preparation 
for group discussion. Record 
any insights or questions you 
may want to discuss during the 
group experience.

2
Gather with your group to 
discuss and learn together what 
God has to say. Contribute to the 
conversation and activities.

3
Apply the truths of the session 
by working through “His Mission, 
Your Mission” with your group or 
by yourself. 

Visit GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content related to the study. 
Visit GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources for links to podcasts, articles, 
and blog posts related to each session.
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Memory Verses

But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is 
alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.

–Luke 15:22-24

Unit 1

Jesus the 
Storyteller 

Synoptic Gospels

Writers

Ed Stetzer (sessions 1-2) holds the Billy Graham Distinguished Chair of Church, 
Mission, and Evangelism and is the Executive Director of the Billy Graham Center for 
Evangelism at Wheaton College. 
Trevin Wax (sessions 3-6) is managing editor for The Gospel Project and the author of 
several books, including This Is Our Time: Everyday Myths in Light of the Gospel.
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Session 1

Session

1
The Sower and the Soils

THEOLOGICAL THEME: People respond in different ways to the message 
of the gospel.

I’m a notorious storyteller. Spend any amount of time with me, and you’ll find I have a 
story for almost any point I want to make. That’s what makes me a decent preacher and 
a cliché dad. My three girls constantly hear the same stories over and over, and that 
makes for much eye-rolling around the Stetzer house! They can tell some of my stories, 
and they often finish them when I start telling them. 

In a similar way, we notice that the Gospel writers 
often told the same things they heard from (or 
about) Jesus. Unlike me, Jesus had many more 
than 12 stories. John 21:25 tells us “there are also 
many other things that Jesus did (and presumably 
taught). Were every one of them to be written, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain 
the books that would be written.” 

How should we view the stories, 
miracles, and parables of Jesus 
recorded in the Gospels, knowing that 
Jesus said and did so much more than 
what we have recorded?

 Voices from  
the Church
“The kingdom of God, 
through the preaching of 
the gospel, will break into 
this world like seed being 
sown by a farmer. It will fall 
in various places, receive 
various responses, but 
eventually experience a 
tremendous harvest.” 1 

–Daniel Akin 

© 2017 LifeWay Christian Resources. Permission granted to reproduce and distribute within the license agreement with purchaser.
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In this session, we will discuss one of Jesus’ most famous parables—the parable of the 
sower and the soils—about how God’s kingdom actually comes. Jesus’ message is spread 
liberally, like the casting of seed by a sower, but people’s responses are not determined 
by the content of the message but by the condition of their hearts. Jesus’ parable of 
the sower and the soils helps us understand why, as we share the gospel, some people 
respond in faith and others do not. 

1.  The Word of God and the Hardened Heart 
(Mark 4:1-4,14-15)

1 Again he began to teach beside the sea. 
And a very large crowd gathered about 
him, so that he got into a boat and sat in it 
on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside 
the sea on the land. 2 And he was teaching 
them many things in parables, and in 
his teaching he said to them: 3 “Listen! 
Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And 
as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, 
and the birds came and devoured it.
………………………
14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are 
the ones along the path, where the word is 

sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them.

On this occasion, Jesus taught the crowd many things in parables. One of these parables 
was about a sower sowing seed, a parable that depicted the crowd before Him, which 
was composed of diverse people. 

He began by telling the crowd emphatically to listen, to pay attention. Then He told 
them to imagine a farmer going out to sow his seed. According to Jesus’ explanation 
of the parable, beginning in verse 14, the seed being sown is “the word.” Jesus Himself 
had already been casting this word, and His message was that “the kingdom of God is 
at hand” (1:14-15). Yet here Jesus spoke in parables to the crowd so that only those with 
“eyes” could “see” and only those with “ears” could “hear” (see 4:11-12). In other words, 
only those with receptive hearts would understand and follow Him into the kingdom. 
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What are some characteristics of a heart receptive to see and hear the 
good news of the gospel?

What are some things that can get in the way of a heart understanding 
the good news of the gospel?

As the parable goes, the sower casts liberally, even tossing his seed “along the path.” 
Judean farmland in the 1st century differed from 21st-century American farmland. It was 
not distinct from the road, and people walked directly over the fields. There could be 
many “paths”—dirt hardened by the weight of travelers—in a plot of land. The soil was 
too hard for the seed to take root, so the seed was snatched up by hungry birds. We 
learn from verse 15 that the birds represent Satan, who quickly snatches away the word 
from some who hear it. 

One wonders why God allows seed to be sown on 
“hard ground” and who might the “hard ground” 
be. Likely it represents those in the world who 
refuse to acknowledge God’s existence. They live 
for themselves, chasing after their own pleasures or 
simply too busy to think about the supernatural. 
They have no interest in God because they have 
filled their hearts with other pleasures. 

Jesus’ story is meant to tell us about the different 
responses people will have to the gospel, yet we 
are not to let our perception of the “soil” dictate 
where we scatter the seed. As we share about 
God’s kingdom in Christ, we sow the word even 
in places where it may never take root, but only in 
this manner can we fulfill our obligation to share 
the good news with others. 

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
2. Special Revelation

Special revelation refers 
to God revealing Himself 
to humanity through 
historical events, His Word, 
and through Jesus Christ. 
Through special revelation, 
human beings learn about 
God’s character, His will, 
His purpose for creation, 
and His plan of redemption. 
Special revelation shows us 
the nature and character of 
God, and because God has 
revealed Himself in this way, 
we can know Him—through 
a saving relationship with 
Him in the person and work 
of Jesus Christ.



13Session 1

Why should we freely share the gospel with people regardless of our 
perception of them? 

2.  The Word of God and the Shallow Heart 
(Mark 4:5-6,16-17)

5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it 
sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and 
since it had no root, it withered away.
………………………
16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, 
immediately receive it with joy. 17 And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a 
while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately 
they fall away.

The people Jesus identifies here are initially receptive to God’s kingdom. They 
may make a profession of faith in Christ and even be baptized. But soon the joy 
of “conversion” is replaced by the adversity of life, and the result is a renounced 
“conversion.” Why? Jesus said it is because the roots cannot grow deep—there is 
insufficient soil for effective faith and discipleship. 

As we share the gospel with our friends, family, and strangers, these kinds of quick 
conversions should be cultivated carefully. How can we guard against such spurious 
conversions? Discipleship is a key factor. New converts must be established in our 
common faith. But Jesus’ point here is that despite our best efforts, some soil is simply 
too thin, some hearts too shallow, for a firm rooting of the gospel message. 

What are some characteristics of a true conversion? 
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3.  The Word of God and the Distracted Heart 
(Mark 4:7,18-19)

7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded 
no grain.
………………………
18 And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, 19 but 
the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things 
enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

Unlike the first two soils, this soil seems to want the seed to take root. The seed is not 
stolen by birds and it has the ability to take root and sustain healthy growth in this 
ground. But faithfulness to the call to pick up our cross and carry it is nowhere to be 
found in this type of soil. Instead, there is a love for worldly distractions. As John 
Wesley once said: “A deep and important truth! The desire of any thing, otherwise than 
as it leads to happiness in God, directly tends to barrenness of soul.” 2  

The weeds of life choke the life out of this seed. It 
does not produce a crop because it succumbs to 
outside forces. Life choices take precedence over 
Jesus. These chase worldly dreams or fall prey to 
needless worries. 

Those who let the cares and worries of this world 
choke out their love for Jesus resemble this soil. It 
is possible to believe that you are “saved” but not 
be producing fruit. Jesus is clear elsewhere that 
fruitless trees will be chopped down and barren 
plants will be burned up (Matt. 7:19; John 15:6). 
Just as we reject as saved those who have no seed 
or whose seed does not take root, we must reject 
the salvation of those who produce no fruit. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“I would put it to you, my dear 
hearer, have you been fruitful? 
Have you been fruitful with 
your wealth? Have you been 
fruitful with your talent? Have 
you been fruitful with your 
time? What are you doing for 
Jesus now? Salvation is not 
by doings, you are saved by 
grace, but if you are so saved, 
prove it by your devoted 
life. Consecrate yourself 
anew this day wholly to your 
Master’s service. You are not 
your own, but bought with 
a price, and if you would not 
be like these thorn-choked 
seeds, live while you live, with 
all-consuming zeal.” 3  

–Charles Spurgeon  
(1834-1892) 
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This is a wakeup call to those who occupy a pew seat on a weekly basis but have nothing 
to show for it. The Holy Spirit works in the lives of those who have been regenerated by 
Him. If there is no fruit, there is no regeneration. If there is no regeneration, there is no 
Spirit. If there is no Spirit, then there is no salvation. 

What are some worries and desires of this world that can “choke the 
word” and make it unfruitful? 

What role does the church have in affirming conversions and warning of 
false conversions? 

4.  The Word of God and the Fruitful Heart (Mark 4:8-9,20) 

8 And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and 
yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear.”
………………………
20 But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept 
it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”

Even the most evangelistic Christian becomes disheartened sometimes. Sharing 
the gospel over and over while seeing no results can lead one to doubts. Am I doing 
something wrong? Does my presentation need tweaking? Will everyone in our day reject 
the gospel? Jesus concludes the parable by answering these questions with a resounding 
no! The farmer that sowed seed on the bad soil—hardened, shallow, and thorny—
received no harvestable crop, but the same farmer sowed the same seed on good soil and 
produced an amazing harvest. 
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Don’t be discouraged in your sowing. In fact, be 
encouraged that there is soil that will produce a 
harvest. The parable doesn’t say that the farmer 
did anything different as he sowed on the good 
soil. The crop was produced not because the 
farmer changed his seed scattering strategy but 
because the seed landed on soil that was receptive. 
Simply put, we are called to spread the seed 
(the word) liberally, not choose the preferred soil. 

There is a variance in the amount of fruit produced 
by the crop. With some it is 30 times, with some 
it is 60 times, and with others it is 100 times. But 
there should be no jealousy in this among believers. 
God gifts each of us differently. That is the point of 
Paul’s body metaphor in 1 Corinthians 12:12-31. 
The Spirit works in believers in different ways; some 
have more gifts, some have less. But we all produce 
fruit as new creations changed by and indwelt with 
the same Spirit. 

What takeaways do you have from Jesus’ parable of the sower and the 
soils and its explanation? 

In a culture where the kingdom does not seem to be growing, how does 
this parable encourage you? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“The seed of God’s Word 
does not bounce off the 
surface of this heart. It does 
not momentarily flourish only 
to shrivel under adversity. It is 
not divided by its competing 
desires and strangled. It is 
a heart that allows God’s 
Word to take deep root in it. 
It produces first a harvest 
of character: ‘But the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is 
no law’ (Galatians 5:22-23). 
Then it produces a harvest of 
good works (Eph. 2:10).” 4 

–R. Kent Hughes 
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Conclusion

The parable of the sower and the soils is a helpful reminder of three truths. 

First, Jesus teaches us that the word is to be cast among all. 
The sower did not evaluate the ground before he cast his seed. In the same way, we have 
a duty to proclaim to all people the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection and its 
effect on our sin and rebellion. The sower tossed his seed liberally as he went, and so 
should we. 

Second, many who hear of God’s kingdom 
ultimately will reject it. 
While we should feel a burden for those who 
reject the gospel, there is no reason to feel guilty 
for their choices. The Scriptures are replete with 
references that God’s kingdom isn’t the majority 
(with language like “remnant” [Jer. 50:20; 
Rom. 11:5] and “narrow gate” [Matt. 7:13-14]). 

 Third, there will be a minority who 
will receive the word and will produce 
a miraculous harvest of grace-filled, 
kingdom-affirming works. 
This should be satisfying to our souls. We can rest 
confidently that our efforts at sharing the truth 
about Christ will have an effect on some people. 
We can rejoice that God’s kingdom is spreading 
and reproducing in miraculous ways despite the 
number of times it is rejected by human beings.

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is the Sower who scattered the seed 
(God’s Word) through His ministry on earth. Today, He continues to 
proclaim the gospel through His disciples, and the gospel continues 
to bear fruit among those who receive the message.

 Voices from 
Church History
“Work diligently the soil 
while you may. Break up your 
fallow with the plough. Cast 
away the stones from your 
field, and dig out the thorns. 
Be unwilling to have a ‘hard 
heart,’ such as makes the 
Word of God of no effect. Be 
unwilling to have a ‘thin layer 
of soil,’ in which the root of 
divine love can find no depth 
in which to enter. Be unwilling 
to ‘choke the good seed’ by 
the cares and the lusts of this 
life, when it is being scattered 
for your good. When God is 
the sower and we are the 
ground, we are called to work 
to be good ground.” 5 

–Augustine (354-430) 
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1.  What excuses do we need to repent of that keep us from sowing the seed of 
the gospel?

2.  How can the parable of the sower and the soils help encourage us and 
sustain us on our mission? 

3.  List some fruit we should see produced from the good ground of a new 
believer, and even in our own lives.

HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to sow the seed of His 
Word with reckless abandon, trusting that the Lord of the harvest 
will bring fruit from the gospel. 
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To download this quarter’s recommended playlist of songs,  
go to LifeWayWorship.com/GospelProject.
Get the following collection of great songs and artists:

“Sound of the Saints”—Audio Adrenaline

“Flawless”—MercyMe

“O Come to the Altar”—Elevation Worship

“Come Alive (Dry Bones)”—Lauren Daigle

“Mercy”—Amanda Cook

“Because He Lives (Amen)”—Matt Maher

“Come Thou Fount (I Will Sing)”—Chris Tomlin

“Miracles”—Jesus Culture

“Unstoppable God”—Elevation Worship

“For the Cause”—Keith and Kristyn Getty

“By Our Love”—Christy Nockels

“Consider the Stars”—Keith and Kristyn Getty

PLAYLIST
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1. PROMOTE GOSPEL TRANSFORMATION, NOT BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION

Every session points participants to the gospel of Jesus Christ as the source of 
life-transformation and the foundation for spiritual growth.

2. SEE HOW THE WHOLE BIBLE FITS TOGETHER

From Genesis to Revelation, understand how the entire Bible reveals God’s plan of 
redemption through Jesus Christ.

3. UNITE EVERY AGE IN CHRIST-CENTERED STUDY

For churches that wish to align all ages, The Gospel Project provides Christ-centered 
study for babies through adults.

4. COMPEL MEN AND WOMEN TO LIVE ON MISSION

Every session challenges participants to consider how the gospel compels them to live on 
mission every day.

5. UNDERSTAND THE KEY THEMES OF CHRISTIANITY

Helps men and women identify and understand 99 essential theological doctrines of the 
Christian faith as they are found throughout the Bible.

The Gospel Project Core Values
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EN-GEDI, DAVID’S HIDEOUT

The Psalms, An Overview

Jesus and Elisha: A Comparison

volume 43   number 4    summer 2017

Of course, if you too 
would really like to see 
the angel, you’ll have to 
order Biblical Illustrator.  
It’s in an upcoming issue.

Order at lifeway.com/biblicalillustrator or call 800.458.2772.

Once again, G.B.’s hopeful statement  
was met with the guide’s polite reply,  
“I understand, sir, but nobody is allowed  
up there.” 
    As they continued to roam the Church  
of the Nativity in Bethlehem, G.B. repeated 
his request several times. The response  
was always the same. But suddenly, the 
guide spotted someone in the crowd— 
the only man in Israel who had the 
authority to allow G.B. access to the hidden 
angels obscured in the scaffolding above. 
The official just happened to be in the 
church that day with a visiting dignitary 
from Poland. 

    Within the hour, Biblical Illustrator editor 
G.B. Howell, Jr. and his team were two 
stories above the tourists, gleefully snapping 
photographs of a golden mosaic angel that 
had lain hidden for centuries. 
    That’s the kind of thing you will see in 
Biblical Illustrator—captivating and often-
rare images of biblical artifacts, along with 
articles on biblical archaeology, customs, 
locations, and more. It’s everything you need 
to bring the Scripture to life in your group or 
private Bible study time. 

“We would really  
like to see  

the angels...”

72782_TGP-leaader pack ad SUM17.indd   1 11/29/16   2:36 PM



The Gospel Project
Stories and Signs

Jesus was a masterful teacher. He taught the truth, and nothing 
but the truth. Plus, He completely embodied His teaching and 
was the perfect example of the truth He laid upon the ears of 
His hearers. His many parables spoke truth in a different form, 
one designed to captivate or convict His audiences. Like a good 
storyteller, Jesus countered people’s expectations and described 
a kingdom comprised of the humble, the forgiven, the forgiving, 
the compassionate, the repentant, and the faithful. Anyone who 
has ears to hear should listen. 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners, and part of His mission 
was to demonstrate for the saved what their new kingdom would 
be like. So Jesus performed miracles that attested to the truth of 
His message and identity and also displayed His glory and power 
over the world that was created by Him, through Him, and for 
Him. This Miracle-Worker showed hope for a world marked by joy, 
compassion, faith, forgiveness, healing, freedom, and eternal life. 
And those who come to Him in faith are miracles to show the same.

What’s Next? 
FALL 2017
Volume 9: Jesus Saves
Jesus the Savior (Gospels)
Jesus the Risen King (Gospels, Acts)

 
WINTER 2017-18
Volume 10: The Church on Mission
The Spirit Who Empowers (Acts)
The God Who Sends (Acts)

SOME OF OUR UPCOMING WRITERS
Matt Chandler
Trillia Newbell
Daniel Im

Web: GospelProject.com   Twitter: @Gospel_Project   Facebook: TheGospelProject
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