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2020

Trinity Trumpeter

PRAYING THROUGH OCTOBER
National Security, Covid 19, Riots are all we see and hear besides Political Ads all day on radio, internet, TV,
whatever you are looking at, they are there.
November 3, 2020 is the day to go to the polls (or be sure you have mailed in your ballot). As a nation we are
“called by God to humble ourselves and pray” for ALL who will be the leaders of this nation. Whatever side of
the aisle you are on, PLEASE pray that God’s hand will be upon the President, Vice President, Congress, State
government and Local governments. It’s only WITH GOD that this country will prevail.
Psalm 51:1-4 (replace the words me/I with us/our [United States])
“Have mercy on Us, O God, because of your unfailing love. Because of your great compassion, blot out the
stain of our sins. Wash this country clean from our guilt, purify us from our sin.
For we recognize our shameful deeds – they haunt us day and night. Against you, and you alone, have we
sinned; we have done what is evil in your sight. You will be proved right in what you say and your judgement
against us is just.”
(Continue to read all of Psalm 51 thinking about our country as you read)
Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the LORD’S and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to Him.”
2 Samuel 22:31 “As for God, His way is perfect. All the LORD’S promises prove true. He is a shield for all who
look to Him for protection.”
As we pray for our country we have the assurance of Hebrews 13:5b, “For God has said, I will never fail you, I
will never forsake you.” as we TRUST AND OBEY.
If you have any prayer requests or praises:
• Jan Hendrick • 616-846-3836 • jhendrick@bhhsclydehendrick.com • Prayer Ministry Coordinator
• Jim & Maria Tate • 231-799-0302 • tatej22@yahoo.com • Prayer Chain
2020 WEEKLY OFFERING TOTALS
Sanctuary Worship
(January 5-March 15)

AUGUST 2020 YEAR TO DATE
ACTUAL
BUDGET
INCOME
$101,162
$119,993
EXPENSE
$113,773
$119,261
DEFICIT
-$12,613
$72
GRANTS
$27,270
0
NET
$14,657
$72

$2,611

No Worship Services
(March 22-Easter, April 12)

$2,304

Drive-In Worship
(April 19-September 13)

$2,716

Needed for 2020 weekly budget: $3,254

October Celebrations!!
Happy Birthday
2 Tim Wallace
5 Joseph Bierman
9 Anna Bremmer
Daniel Bremmer
Natalie Bremmer

AVG/Week

14
15
27
29

Kimberly Carl
Karen Weersing
Autumn Fisher
Margaret Kraai (98 yrs old)

Happy Anniversary
2 Elmer & Julie Klop
10 Dale & Kathy DeYoung
Brian & Hilary Phillips
16 Larry & Mary Reaume
28 Jay & Julie Hoebeke

GIFT OF LOVE!!!
1 Corinthians 16: 13 – 14 “Be on guard. Stand true to what you believe. Be courageous. Be strong. And
everything you do must be done with LOVE.”
1. In your life the love of Christ can move you in ways you may not even be aware – work, speak, act, spend
your time, spend your money, or care for your home, family, and community. In what ways do you know
Christ is working to change you for the better?
2. In our last series of messages, Wally shared with us the Holy Spirit and how He (the Spirit) can take hold of
us and make us better. How has this affected you, have you become more aware of the Holy Spirit in your life?
How?
3. Read and reflect on 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 and Romans 12:6-8. Covid19 has stopped us in our tracks in so
many areas of life, but the Gifts of the Spirit should not be one of them. We can always use our Spirit/Gifts to
help others and Glorify God. Which of these gifts are you growing/using to bless others?
“If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can
move mountains, but do not have love, I AM NOTHING.” 1 Corinthians 13:2
Parts taken from: My Journal: August 2020 Led By Love, Michael Youssef
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Kim’s Kupboard
Sharing with God’s people who are in need.
As we move into fall, I look back over the past 6 months and see where Kim’s Kupboard has
come. So far, we have been able to help out 5 families, all of which have at least 4 family
members. With all your donation, we have been able to supply the families with food to last
them at least a week if not longer! As we continue to spread the word about Kim’s Kupboard
within the community, we are looking to begin a partnership with Resilience, a women in
transition program, to assist them with food donations. In addition, with Octobers Tales of the
Scripture services, Kim’s Kupboard will be available after the service for those who may need
some assistance. Although, as always, Kim’s Kupboard is available to anyone who may need it
at any time.
Therefore, we are in need of some more donations!!! Please consider donating some of the
following items. Please remember, these are items that you would give to your children or to
feed your own family. I have also included some ideas of items you could purchase. Thank you.
Crackers (cheezit, ritz, saltine, teddy graham, etc)
Shampoo/conditioner
Jelly (Grape and Strawberry are popular)
Toilet paper
Snacks (pudding, fruit snacks, cookies, etc)
Kleenex
Pasta/noodles
Paper towel
Pasta sides/instant potatoes, rice
Trash bags
Pancake mix/syrup
Laundry soap
Canned fruit (pears/peaches/applesauce/ mixed
Cleaning items (these are difficult for everyone to find)
fruit, oranges)
Canned vegetables (beans/corn/peas/carrots)
Dish soap
Macaroni and cheese
SpaghettiOs
Thank you to everyone for all your contributions. It is truly making a difference in the lives we have touched so
far. If you have any questions or know of someone who could use some help, please let me know by email at:
Ks.carl99@gmail.com We look forward to helping them out. Thank you, Kim

ANNOUNCEMENT HIGHLIGHTS
If you need a good book to read, Trinity’s library is open. There’s more new books in the library Marilyn has picked up.
Stop by the church between 8am-1pm, Monday through Friday.
Do you have unwanted old phone books, sale ads & newspapers? Remember the PaperGator will take them. A list of
what can go in the PaperGator bin is on the window by the office entry door to the church. The PaperGator not only
helps you get rid of paper but helps make a little profit for the church. Thank you for your support! J

And the Survey Says...

Thanks to all who completed the recent "back to sanctuary survey". We don't know
exactly when we’ll be able to worship in our sanctuary, but we want to be prepared. The
survey indicates that most people are looking forward to worshiping in the sanctuary
again. However, many have faithfully attended the drive-in service and will still make use
of it even when the sanctuary is open again.
When we do begin to worship inside, many people want us to take reasonable precautions. We are fully prepared and
intend to do so.
As of August, Consistory has determined that we’ll return to indoor sanctuary worship when either our state or our
county is classified as “phase 5”. Currently Ottawa county is classified as “phase 4”.
Our Consistory has the prerogative to decide to worship indoors at any time since all the Governor’s orders have had an
exception that allows churches to meet indoors if they choose to do so. It probably would not surprise you that Trinity
members have differing opinions about worshipping indoors before the Governor specifically allows for indoor
gatherings.
We do plan to offer drive-in worship as long as we can, even after we return to indoor sanctuary worship. However,
another consideration is that before long, drive-in worship will no longer be possible due to weather. You may be O.K.
with sitting in your car in winter weather, but Pastor Wally and Pastor Randy are not planning to preach outside in the
snow!
You can see all the survey results by visiting our website at: www.trc-gh.org You can also contact the church office &
request a copy.
8 WEEK BIBLE STUDY STARTING OCTOBER 1, 2020 - NOVEMBER 19, 2020 at 7:00pm here at Trinity Church so we can
social distance. GOSPEL ABOVE ALL by J. D. Greear. A little about J.D. first - age 27 started his ministry as a pastor of a
40 yr. old church that has grown over the years to a mega church in Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina. J.D. said that his
messages aren't intended just to show people how to live better lives, but to leave people in awe of God's amazing love.
INTRODUCTION to Study: What's the most important priority in your life? In your family? In your church? If you're a
follower of Jesus, the answer to all of these questions should be the same: the gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel, you
see, is more than simply the entry rite into Christianity. It's not just the ABCs of the Christian life; it's the entire
alphabet. It's not just the diving board off which we jump into the pool of Christianity; it's the whole pool. Paul said that
the gospel was the only message worth proclaiming to the world. (1 Corinthians 15:3) It was the one priority his life was
about. What about you?
CHAPTERS: Gospel Above All, Gospel Change, Gospel Mission, Gospel Evangelism, Gospel Grace, Gospel Community,
Gospel Unity, Gospel Victory. The goal of this Bible study is to help you see the unique glory of God revealed through the
grace of the gospel. Once the message becomes above all in your life, your world will never be the same.
This is a DVD study with a study book, the DVD is from 11 to 20 minutes in length. Study Books available for $13.00.

BEING A CHRISTIAN IS LIKE BEING A PUMPKIN

God picks you from the patch and brings you in. (John 15:16)
Then He washes all the dirt off you. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
He opens you up and scoops out all the yucky stuff.
He removes the seeds of doubt, fear, hate, and greed. (Romans 6:6)
He carves you a new smiling face. (Psalm 71:23)
And He put his light inside of you to shine for all the world to see. (Matthew 5:16)

Should We Stay in the RCA?
I hope the title of this article doesn’t come as a shock to you. Trinity Reformed Church has been part of the
Reformed Church in America (RCA) since it started in 1956. We are one of about 800 RCA congregations
scattered across the United States. The RCA is among the first Protestant denominations in America, having
founded our first congregation in New Amsterdam (later renamed New York) in 1628. The first RCA
congregations in West Michigan began in the 1840’s and 1850’s.
Why would we consider leaving such a long and rich heritage? Hasn’t the church had enough controversy and
division over the years? In this contentious time, do we really need another dividing controversy?

Division in RCA
Many of you are aware that there has been long and increasingly deep division within the RCA about human
sexuality and homosexuality. Officially, The RCA holds to a traditional / biblical understanding of human
sexuality (male / female designated at birth) and marriage (one man / one woman.) This has been challenged
numerous times in the past 40 years, yet each time the denomination has reaffirmed its biblical interpretation
However, there is a faction in the RCA that strongly advocates for LGBTQIA+ affirmation, marriage and
ordination that has defied the express beliefs and practices of the denomination. Members who hold this
position have formed an organization called “Room for All”. Their vision statement reads: “Compelled by the
inclusive love of God revealed in Jesus Christ, Room for All envisions the day when people of all sexual
orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions are fully affirmed in the life and ministry of the
Reformed Church in America”
This organization has been allowed to function freely and openly within the RCA without being formally
contested or disciplined.

More and Deeper Division
If human sexuality were our only substantial point of contention, we could probably negotiate a way forward.
However, this recent controversy is a symptom of much deeper and more fundamental differences within the
RCA. People within the RCA, like the rest of our culture, have been defined by “Conservative” and “Liberal /
Progressive” views and values. I’ll offer you three illustrations of how foundational, non-negotiable beliefs
differ.

The Bible
Most Reformed Christians would agree that Scripture is our authoritative guide to faith and practice.
However, Conservatives and Progressives have very different understandings about the extent and nature of
the authority of Scripture.
Conservative
The inspired, inerrant Word of God; literally
The
true and factually accurate; the ultimate
Bible
authority and final arbiter on all matters of
truth, faith, doctrine and Christian practice.

Progressive
Good and important, even (to an extent) inspired, but
at least partly human; not flawless or inerrant; not the
final word in all matters. Tradition, reason and
experience have equal weighting in decisions about
doctrine and practice.

The Gospel
The heart of scripture is the gospel. Both conservatives and progressives talk about the gospel, but actually
tend to have different things in mind.
Conservative
Progressive
The
Focus on crucifixion and divinity of Christ.
Focus on incarnation and humanity of Christ. Christ
gospel
Christ died on the cross for our sins, to save us came as one of us to model true humanity,

from hell and bring us to eternal life if we
repent and believe in him.

freedom and love, that we might learn how to
become fully human, fully alive, fully free.

Salvation
Jesus spoke often and in pointed and graphic terms about the need for all humans to be saved. While
conservatives and progressives may both talk about being saved, they have very different understandings
about what it means.
Conservative
By means of Christ’s atonement, being saved
from our sins and their penalty – eternal
Salvation
punishment in hell. Salvation is only received
by those who repent of their sins and make a
commitment to follow Christ.

Progressive
Becoming fully human, free, alive, who we were
meant to be; the redemption and restoration of
all humanity, all creation and the whole cosmos.
This redemption is open to all, and all will
(hopefully) ultimately enter into it.

These are just three of many incompatible differences between conservative Christianity and the progressive
version of Christianity that have influenced the debate about human sexuality.

Irreconcilable Differences within the RCA
Within the RCA there is a significant minority who lean, with varying degrees, toward progressive of
Christianity. it is the conservative / progressive differences that are behind our polarizing views on human
sexuality.
These are three of what we call cardinal, or essential doctrines. To deny these, or significantly reinterpret
these beliefs compromises the Christian doctrine which has been confessed by Christians most of the history
of the Church. In its more extreme expressions, it would be fair to ask if the progressive version of Christianity
is Christianity at all or perhaps another religion.
After over 40 years of effort, the RCA recognized that we have irreconcilable differences on the issue of
human sexuality. A commission was formed in 2018 to come up with a way forward assuming those
differences would not be reconciled. It is called Vision 2020. Vision 2020 proposed that the RCA should
remain together with what they termed a “functional diversity”. It was also proposed that congregations that
cannot support this “functional diversity” should be free to leave as graciously as possible.
Given this conclusion, many congregations are deciding to leave the denomination. Of the 17 congregations
in the Muskegon Classis, to which we belong, 7 congregations have indicated that they are likely to remain in
the RCA, 3 are undecided, and 7 have indicated they are likely to leave the RCA. Within our greater
denomination, there are two movements to leave en-masse, one involving about 200 congregations, and one
involving about 45 congregations.

Imagine a Better Place
I would encourage us to think not in terms of leaving but joining a new movement. Imagine a belonging to a
network / denomination with unity about the essentials of the faith and a passion to give expression to that
faith in a way that brings salvation and the Kingdom of God here today.
You are invited to participate in discerning and deciding about our future denominational affiliation. If you
have any questions, ask any Consistory member or Pastor Randy, Pastor Wally or Pastor Mike. As the process
moves forward, you will have opportunity to communicate your thoughts and ask questions in person. Stay
tuned!

SERVANTS OF GOD
* Greeters (Front/Back Doors)

October

4
11
18
25

Front: John & Barb Busman
Back: Ted & Carolyn Breimayer, Micah & Ethan
Front: Neil Louis
Back: Mike & Nancy Leak
Front: John & Pat Nickey
Back: Jim & Maria Tate
Front: Dale & Kathy DeYoung
Back: Ron Streng & Lee Trowbridge

*Call to Worship/Congregational Prayer

October

4
11
18
25

Mike Leak / Jim Tate
Wally De La Fuente / Pastor Randy
Jan Hendrick / Bob Hendrick
Ron Streng / Lee Trowbridge

* Prayer Warriors

October

4
11
18
25

Before: Gwen Miles During: Phyllis Reenders
Before: Bob & Jan Hendrick
Before: Mary Rouwhorst
Before & During: Janet Wiessner

* Nursery

October

* PowerPoint

October

4
11
18
25

Jonathan Yonker
Matt Stroud
Ted Breimayer
Jonathan Yonker

* Sound

October

4
11
18
25

Paul Bierman
Megan Stroud
Jonathan Yonker
Paul Bierman

Coffee Server

October

4
11
18
25

Nursery is unavailable at this time

If you are unable to
carry out your duties
as assigned, please
find a sub or trade
weeks with another
person on the
schedule. Please
notify the church
office with changes
for the weekly
Sunday Paper.

* Greeters, Call to Worship/Congregational prayer, Nursery, PowerPoint & Sound will be
notified by email and/or postal mail reminders when in-church services resume.
Each New Born Day
I place my faith and trust in God to face each new born day,
And know that with His guiding hand I will not lose my way.
I’ll not despair when things go wrong as they sometimes will do,
Because I know my inner faith will serve to pull me through.
I know that when I need a hand that God is always near,
And I can face what lies ahead without the slightest fear. Harold Mohn

Submitted by Shirley Engel

October
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

1
9:30am-Noon
Fellowship Hall
Reserved

4

5

6

10:00am
Worship

12

13

19

10:00am
Worship

8

9

7:00am
Men’s Bible Study

9:30am-Noon
Fellowship Hall
Reserved

14

15

7:00am
Men’s Bible Study

9:30am-Noon
Fellowship Hall
Reserved

25

26

6pm
Tales of the
Script(ures)
Birthday:
Anna Bremmer
Daniel Bremmer
Natalie Bremmer

Anniversary:
Dale & Kathy
DeYoung
Brian & Hilary
Phillips

16

17
6pm
Tales of the
Script(ures)

7pm
Bible Study
@TRC
Birthday:
Karen Weersing

Anniversary:
Larry & Mary
Reaume

20

21

22

23

6:30pm
Elders &
Deacons

7:00am
Men’s Bible Study

9:30am-Noon
Fellowship Hall
Reserved

27

10:00am
Worship

29

7:00am
Men’s Bible Study

9:30am-Noon
Fellowship Hall
Reserved

7pm
Bible Study
@TRC
Birthday:
Autumn Fisher

Anniversary:
Jay & Julie Hoebeke

Birthday:
Margaret Kraai

24
6pm
Tales of the
Script(ures)

7pm
Bible Study
@TRC

28

6pm
Tales of the
Script(ures)

10

Birthday:
Kim Karl

7:30pm
Consistory

Trumpeter
Articles Due

3

7

6:00pm
RTL mtg

18

2
Birthday:
Tim Wallace
Anniversary:
Elmer & Julie Klop

7pm
Bible Study
@TRC

10:00am
Worship

Sat

7pm
Bible Study
@TRC

Birthday:
Joseph Bierman

11

Fri

30

31
6pm
Tales of the
Script(ures)

2020

* All scheduled events listed on calendar are subject to change due to health precautions.

